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ARMENIA IN CILICIA 

In the second half of the 11 th century, the Byzantine government settled much of Cilicia with Armenians, 
who apparently retained some degree of cohesiveness and self-government. After the murder of the former 
Bagratid king of Armenia in 1079, one of his lieutenants made himself independent in the Taurus Mountains, 
while other Armenian barons similarly asserted their effective autonomy. Ruben I and his successors, the “lords 
of the Mountains,” weathered the infiltration of Anatolia by the Turks and made alliances with the Crusaders. 
Although they were suppressed by a Byzantine reconquest in 1138—1145, the Rubenids re-emerged and became 
strong enough to interfere in the affairs of the principality of Antioch to their south. In 1198, after having 
effected a temporary union with the Roman church, Lewon II obtained a royal crown from the Holy Roman 
emperor Heinrich VI and pope Caelestinus III, becoming king Lewon I of Armenia (in Cilicia). A succession 
crisis following his death in 1119 was overcome by the marriage of his heiress Zapel with one of the other 
leading Armenian barons in the area, Het'um of Lambron. Although it became vassal to the Mongols (in part to 
fend off Mamluk aggression from the south), the kingdom prospered until the late 13th century. The dynasty 
weakened due to a series of internal squabbles beginning in the 1190s. After the death of Lewon IV in 1341, the 
throne was contested between the Het'umids of Nlir and the Lusignans of Cyprus. The last king, Lewon V, was 
finally deposed by the Mamluks in 1393 and died in exile. The claims to the Armenian crown passed to the 
Lusignan kings of Cyprus, and from them to the house of Savoy in the 1480s. 

In the list below names are given in scientific transliteration of the standard Eastern Armenian forms, 
followed by the Western Armenian pronunciation in parentheses. 

Lords of the Mountains in Cilicia 

Ruben I (Rupen) ... “lord of the Mountains” 

Kostandin I (Gosdantin) ... son of Ruben I 
T'oros I (Toros) ... son of Kostandin I 
Kostandin II (Gosdantin) ... son of T'oros I 
Lewon I (Lewon) ... son of Kostandin I; deposed, died 1141 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire) 

T'oros II (Toros) ... son of Lewon I 
Ruben II (Rupen) ... son of T'oros II 
Mleh (Mleh) ... son of Lewon I 

Ruben III (Rupen) ... son of Step'ane (Sdepane), son of Lewon I 
Lewon II (Lewon), the Great ... brother of Ruben III; king 1198—1219 

Armenian Kings in Cilicia 

1198—1219 Lewon I (Lewon), the Great ... former “lord of the Mountains” 1187—1198 

+ Ruben (Rupen) ... son of count Raymond IV of Tripoli by Alici, daughter of Ruben III; 
associated 1211 — 1218; Antioch 1216—1219; deposed, died 1222 
1219—1252 Zapel (Zabel) ... daughter of Lewon I 

— Yovhannes (Hovhannes) ... son ofjean of Brienne by Rit'a (Rita), daughter ofLewon I; 
rival 1219—1220 

& 1222—1224 P'ilippe (Pilibbe) ... married Zapel; son of prince Bohemond IV of Antioch; deposed, died 1225 
Hetumid House 

& 1226—1269 Het'um I (Hetum) ... married Zapel; son of Kostandin of Paperon (Baberon) 

1269—1289 Lewon II (Lewon) ... son of Het'um I 

1289—1293 Het'um II (Hetum) ... son ofLewon II; abdicated 
1293 — 1294 T'oros (Toros) ... son ofLewon II; abdicated, died 1298 

1294—1296 Het'um II (Hetum) ... restored; deposed 
1296—1298 Smbat (Smpat) ... son ofLewon II; deposed, died 1310 


Rubenid House 
f.1080—c.1095 
c. 109 5—1102. 
1102—1129 
1129 
1129—1138 
1138—1145 
1145—1169 

1169— 1170 

1170- 1175 
1175-1187 
1187—1198 
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1198— 1199 Kostandin I (Gosdantin) ... son ofLewon II; deposed, died 1308: 

1199— 1301 Het'um II (Hetum) ... restored; abdicated, died 1307 
1301—1307 Lewon III (Lewon) ... son of T'oros 

1307—1310 Osin (Osin) ... son ofLewon II 
1310—1341 Lewon IV (Lewon) ... son of Osin 
House ofAntioch-Lusignan (Cyprus) 

1341—1344 Kostandin II (Gosdantin) 1 ... son of Amaury of Tyre 1 by Zapel, daughter ofLewon II 

Het’umid House ofNlir 

1344—1361 Kostandin III (Gosdantin) ... son of Paltin (Baldin), son ofKostandin, brother of Het'um I 
House ofAntioch-Lusignan (Cyprus) 

1363 —1364 Lewon V (Lewon) ... bastard son of Jean, brother ofKostandin II; deposed 

Het’umid House ofNlir 

1364—1373 Kostandin IV (Gosdantin) ... son of Het'um, son ofKostandin, brother of Het'um I 

— Petros (Bedros) ... son of king Hugues IV of Cyprus; rival 1368—1369; Cyprus 1358—1369 
House of Antioch-Lusignan (Cyprus) 

1374—1375 Lewon V (Lewon) ... restored 

(to the Mamluk sultanate of Egypt and Syria 1375; title passed to the kings of Cyprus) 


1 Originally named Guy. 

1 Son of king Hugues III of Cyprus. 



